July § August 2010 North Star
A publication of North Congregational Church, UCC

413-549-0500 Church Office

web Address:  www.north-chureh.org

SW/\/OWM \/\/orsl/lip: 10:20 O.M.

Awn Open and Afflrming Congregation

North Star

North Church — UCC News July § August 2010
Wnconditionally welcoming, Decidedly Christian

W My Thoughts...

North Congregational Church
North Congregational Church, UCC
PO Box 9613

North Amherst, MA 01059-9613

Time Sensitive Material
Please Open Immediately!

The rush of participating in recent community events like PRIDE and the Relay for Life at
Look Park has subsided and the heat of summer is truly upon us! What good efforts and
energies have been shared as many of you supported these projects. Thank you! There
are times when | feel like letting the celebration for what is simply pour forth, like an
e. e. cummings poem...

| thank You God for most this amazing

day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes

The bounty of summer crops is springing forth and tomatoes are ripening. Our
schedules shift toward plans for visiting and exploring and resting. July and August have
brought us to joint worship services with North Hadley Church, and to a rest time away
from Sunday morning Adult Forum as well as some of the other groups that meet for
discussion and support...but the conversations of faith continue. The course NCC has
chosen in taking a proactive approach to our future as a congregation in light of our
challenges, continues to be a focus for my energies and for Executive leadership;
congregational updating and input are very important aspects of our life together and
I'm hoping as many of you as possible will be able to participate in the after-worship
discussion planned for Sunday, July 25"

Discernment is not a slam-dunk, easy process; rather than a logical progression or a
rationally ordered set of instructions, we are seeking the Spirit’s inspiration, listening for
God’s prompting, searching for the best counsel, and moving along with interest in all
possibilities that offer promise for North Church being able to continue to share its
unique vision for Christian community. | urge you to join in; be a part of NCC’s big
“YES!”

Peace to all,

Pastor Nada


http://www.north-church.org/

FY!I

July 6

July 13

July 20

July 21
July 25

July 26

7p, Good Eats #4 — Parish Hall Kitchen — check with Barbara J. for info. We’d love to have
you come and enjoy!

7p,Book Group meeting at Faye’s home in Florence. Reading Einstein’s God.

7p, Eats #5 — Parish Hall Kitchen — Final community cooking class of the summer. Plans
are underway to begin our second series of this partnership with the Amherst Survival
Center in September.

7p, Bible Study at Patti & Jenna’s home in Easthampton

10:30a Final Joint worship service of July with North Hadley AT North Church.

7:00p, Second meeting of First Amherst and North Church groups for on-going
conversation and learning. In Parish Hall.

10:30a Worship with Communion at NCC
Worship plans for these 3 weekends are to join North Hadley Saturday Vesper services
at NHCC location. Services will be held outside when possible and a light meal will

follow. No services are planned at North Church until Sunday Aug. 29"

10:30a Worship to be held in Easthampton at home of Jenna and Patti, followed by
church picnic. More info to be announced; bring your swimsuits!

Church field trip planned to visit Peace Pagoda in Leverett. Details TBA.
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Birthdays in July and August

5" _ Faye Hollander
14" — Barbara Jenkins
15" — Jack Stebbins
16" — Rhys Evans

26" — Patti Richmond

July 10™ — Angie Sottile August
19" — Tim Manter
20" — Zachary Jagla
23" — Margaret Evans

We would like to have the birthdays of everyone at North Church, so if you have not already
done so, please reply twcadmin@crocker.comith yours. Thanks!

Glbbles and Bits

The Sneeze

They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students filing into the already crowded auditorium.
With their rich maroon gowns flowing and traditional caps, they looked almost as grown up as they felt.

Dads swallowed hard behind broad smiles, and Moms freely brushed away tears.

This class would NOT pray during the commencements, not by choice, but because of a recent court
ruling prohibiting it. The chancellor and several students were careful to stay within the guidelines
allowed by the ruling. They gave inspirational and challenging speeches, but no one mentioned divine
guidance and no one asked for blessings on the graduates or their families. The speeches were nice, but
they were routine until the final speech received a standing ovation.

A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and silent for just a moment, and
then, it happened.

All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED!!!!

The student on stage simply looked at the audience and said,
“GOD BLESS YOU!”  and then walked off the stage.

The audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found a unique way to invoke God’s
blessing on their future with or without the court’s approval.
(This is a true story; it happened at the University of Maryland)

So, GOD BLESS YOU, and share the blessings you receive from God with others,
even if it's only a ‘sneeze’.

Transitions

Lee Steventon, who had been our Administrative Assistant since November, 2008, has left
employment at North Church to continue taking college courses and to arrange her work so
that it better matches her class schedule. We thank her for her time at North Church and
wish her all the best in future endeavors.

Jonathan Evans, a North Church member, has been our Facilities Manager since 2005 and has
had his office at the church in exchange for managing the facilities. Jonathan decided that he
no longer had the time for all that facilities management includes, so he moved his office to
26 South Prospect, Suite 2 (the former Jeffrey Amherst Bookshop textbook annex) and
reports enjoying this new downtown location very much. He's invited everyone to stop by to
see him in his new digs. We thank Jonathan for all the phone calls made, inquiries answered,
contracts formulated, buildings opened and closed, problems solved and all the other work
that goes with managing our buildings.

Malissa Vyce, another North Church member, has taken the newly combined position of
Administrative Assistant and Facilities Manager. Malissa knows our office systems and
buildings well from her time as Management Commission Coordinator. She is a student at
UMass in the mechanical engineering department. Welcome to this new role, Malissa!

SP’LrituaL care anot Nurture

Please keep all of the following friends of North Church in your thoughts and prayers:

For those witthealth concerns:

Norm Clarke, Julia Evans, Bruce Fowler, Amy Johnson, Barb Jones, Pat Koons, Dave
Maslanka, Tom & Becky Passa, Linda Perry, Pauline Richmond, Jeanette Serwa, Lester Sottile,
Geoffery Vyce.

For life changes & challenges:

Margaret Bates, Eric Brown, Diane Carraci, Nazita Gamini, Dottie Giard & family, Marky &
family, Neal & Samme, Malissa & Alison, Kathy Parent & family, Carrie Pinheiro, Maria
Yorgakopoulou.

Remember... every prayer does make a difference!

Please notify Bill, Ginger, oaftor Nada of any updates or changes to this list. Thanks!



Relay for Life

The North Church Prayer Walkers participated in the American Cancer Society's 2010 Relay for Life of
Hampshire County on June 18 and 19 at Look Park in Florence. Bill Wiley, Team Captain, manned the
North Church booth for the full 24 hour relay event, from 3pm Friday through 3pm Saturday. Also
participating in the relay event were team leader Ginger Fowler, Faye Hollender, Jenna Sellers, Patti
Richmond, Steve Brown, Barbara Jenkins and her husband Eli Kwartler, and Chris Normandin. The North
Church Prayer Walkers, who had a contribution goal of $700.00, successfully raised donations online, at
church, and at the relay event, for a total of $1,121.00 at last count. The entire Hampshire County event
raised a total of $240,000.00 by the close of the relay on Saturday afternoon. Donations are being
accepted through August and may be made in the form of a check payable to 2010 Relay for Life of
Hampshire County, or cash, and may be given to either Bill Wiley or Ginger Fowler.

During the event, North Church's corner booth near some shade trees proved to be a most popular
stopping point. As relay walkers rounded the bend for the next lap, they were able to add one bead to a
long strand of yarn - a colorful and convenient way to count the total number of laps completed.
Walkers eagerly collected their beads each time around, often leaving a donation and chatting with
members of the North Church team. The team estimated that approximately 8,000 beads were given
out, representing 2,000 walked miles! A few walkers walked laps non-stop for the entire 24 hours -
some exceeding 50 miles! Walkers were also able to purchase colorful buttons or make their own with
the help of Bill Wiley and his reliable button making gadget.

A highlight of the event was the lighting of luminaria
on Friday evening. The quarter mile relay track was lined
on both sides with white bag luminaria to honor cancer
survivors and to remember those who have lost their
battle against cancer. Proceeds from the sale of the
luminaria contributed to the event's fundraising total and
offered a moving and personal tribute to many loved ones.

The North Church Prayer Walkers are already

looking forward to next year's Relay for Life to benefit
cancer research. Additional team members are welcome!
Each one of us knows someone affected by cancer -- in many of our cases, it's several "someones". It
would be great to have everyoneinvolved as a contributor, team member or both at whatever level is
possible.

Good €ats at North Chureh - 7his community effort welcomes your help!

Good Eats Cooking Classes: By the People, For the People

These classes, held every two weeks in Parish Hall from May 25" through July 20", are an
outgrowth of the original Good Eats meals that were created between North Church and the
Amherst Survival Center over the past year.

A team of people representing the church and the survival center met several times to design
the current class format. Pastor Nada Sellers, Barbara Jenkins, Patience Bousel and Mary Jane
Laus represented North Church, while Linda Brooks and Gina Glenn represented the ASC. The
class format includes a "guest chef" each time who leads the group in making items such as
quiches and frittatas in one class (featured in these photos is Bob Hepner serving as guest
chef), soups in another, pasta salads in another, etc.

Publicity about the classes was widespread, and we have participants from Ludlow,
Belchertown, Springfield, Turners Falls, Haydenville, Leverett and Shutesbury, as well as
Ambherst. There are teenagers, middle-agers and older folks; skills range from absolute
beginners to experienced cooks. All reports indicate that both learners and helpers are
enthusiastically enjoying the classes, even the first one where the chef did not appear, and
Pastor Nada had to become Guest Chef Nada, a role that was praised by everyone.

Work in the kitchen is much easier now that we have additional utensils and equipment
funded by a Class Action grant and purchased by North Church's own fine shopper, Jenna
Sellers. Thank you for all the work, Jenna. The cabinets are now labeled, using a system
suggested by Hwei-Ling Greeney, who used it at Not Bread Alone. Thank you Patience, Jan
Rowan and Barbara for getting equipment organized and drawers labeled.

We encourage you to attend a class as a North Church helper — and you will definitely be a
learner, too. Please let Pastor Nada or Barbara know of your interest. Classes remaining are
on July 6 and July 20 starting at 6 p.m., although helpers are asked to come at 5:30 p.m.




Bog Scout Troop 504

Scout recognized for community service project:

Niroshan Amarasiriwardena, of North Church’s sponsored Boy Scout Troop, was featured in
June 6™s Sunday Republican in “Scout collects for homeland”. The article discusses
Amarasiriwardena’s Eagle Scouts project of planning, organizing and collecting toys, games and
books for a recreation center being built for children in Sri Lanka.

Read the whole article online at
http://www.masslive.com/chicopeeholyoke/republican/index.ssf?/base/news-
27/1275722187316330.xml&coll=1.

Scouts honored:

On June 21, 2010, the North Amherst Scout Troop held its yearly Court of Honor to recognize
the many accomplishments that all the boys completed in the past year. As the sponsoring
organizational representative from North Church, | was invited to receive the 2010/2011
Charter and acknowledge the special relationship between the church and this particular Troop.
Young scouts were recognized for having attained the rank of Scout, next step was Tenderfoot
then Second Class followed by Star. The evening was made special as we were all present to
witness Tripp Aquadro receive his Eagle badge and watch as he proudly pined both his
Mother’s and Father’s Eagle pins in front of us. The amazing thing is that Tripp was only one of
6 scouts in the troop to have completed all requirements and qualified for this very special
award this past year from this troop. If you have had the opportunity to follow the local papers
you will know that the following names have been in the news. Brian Perley, Niroshan
Amarasiriwardena, Francis 'Tripp' Aquadro, Gregg Mathieu, Cameron Mathieu, Danny
Melchiorre. They have all made us proud of the Troup and the tie with North Church.

wish List

Supplies needed for expanding our hospitality to children (& their families):

Washable tempra paint

Paint brushes

Small (simple) puzzles

Container of washable school glue
Washable markers

Large white painting paper
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Outreach Project Is Herel

The “big box” for collecting school supplies and arts and crafts materials will be
making its arrival in later July and we invite you to begin stocking it with wonderful
goodies. Your donations help to brighten the learning experiences of young
elementary school children at the Margaret C. Ells School in Springfield where Sheryl
Hall teaches. See Ginger or Sheryl for more information.

Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for our 2010 September-October newsletter will be August 22nd. Please

send all Newsletter submissions to me at nccadmin@crocker.com. | am more than

happy to receive anyone’s entries any time before the deadline. Let me know that the

email is specifically for the Newsletter by putting ‘Newsletter’ somewhere in the
subject line.

Thank you,

Malissa Vyce

This newsletter is produced by NCC with special help from Barbara Jenkins,
Bill Wiley and Nada Sellers; layout and final copy by Malissa Vyce.

Your submissions are welcome, subject to review and possible editing.
Questions? Please contact us at nccadmin@crocker.com.
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